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Technology at Palmer Trinity School


When I was in 10th and 11th Grades, the school I attended was Palmer Trinity School. The school is known pretty well all throughout Miami as a “laptop school.” It had a laptop program where every student was required to have a laptop and bring it to school every day.


The school introduced the laptop program back in 1997. Students could either lease them from the school, buy through the school, or buy on their own. The school had its own Technology Center, or “Tech Zone,” where students or teachers could have their laptops serviced, right there on campus, instead of having to go to the nearest computer store. With just about 600 students and 100 faculty, the Tech Zone was always busy.


The program has progressed over the years. In the beginning, Palmer Trinity supplied students with IBM’s Thinkpad 390E. That computer was good for its time, but very insufficient compared to the current standards. Only 2MB of video memory, 64 MB of RAM, 3 GB Hard Disk Drive, 14 inch backlit TFT XGA Screen. As the years went on, PTS upgraded it’s models, going to the 390X, then the A22m (which was the model I received), and currently the A21p. Though the technology may evolve, they will probably stick with the Thinkpad line for a while yet.


Instead of having enormous textbooks for English and History and Chemistry, our “books” were CD-roms. This made bringing the laptop to school every day not such a heavy burden, since iit basically made up for the extremely reduced weight and size of our textbooks. The only real books we had were our reading books for English.

We either e-mailed or handed in printed homework. E-mailing homework is a good idea because in other schools, when students want to try to get a away wih not doing their homework for an extra day, they skip calss and hand it in the next. But at PTS, even if you were absent you were still responsible for having your work in by the beginning of the class in the teacher’s inbox.

Palmer Trinity, like many colleges in the United States has an Honor Code. This code goes as follows: “I have neither given nor received any unauthorized information, nor have I witnessed any violation of this Honor Code.” Normally shortened to H.C. and the person’s initials, signing this at the bottom of your work meant that you did not cheat, nor did you help anyone else cheat, nor did you see anyone cheat. It went mostly for tests, but some teachers required students to sign it on homework, too. Of course some students broke the Code, but for the vast majority, it was a good thing.

Every student has his or her own e-mail account at the school using the format [first initial][last name]@palmertrinity.org and eveyone used a special program called First Class, which is similar to the popular Outlook Express. Teachers would e-mail assignements to students, or perhaps they would give them links to a page to read further into a subject. My Spanish teacher sometimes would record himself saying things in spanish, and e-mail the sound file to his class, and that night for homework, we would have to listen to it and type it up.

Palmer Trinity School uses an outside website called “Edline.net” to post homework assignements and general news for everyone to look at. Every student and Teacher has an account, and the teachers can easily write up the homework for the next day, week, trimester or year on there so that their students can see what there is to do without asking him or her.

Students, their parents, and teachers are expected to check edline and their @palmertrinity.org e-mail every day. This means that even if a teacher forgot to announce something important, the students could all still get the information. The school had a general area in First Class called News, where everyone with a school e-mail address could post news items and announcements in a sort of “forum.”

Every student either has a laptop with internal Wi-Fi capability, or he or she is issued a Wi-Fi card to stick into a standard PCMCIA slot. The reason for this is that the school has a very fast internet (T3) connection with wireles routers all over the school so tht no matter where you are, be it in the bleachers, the library, or a classroom, you have high-speed access to the internet. This is good because, for example, if physical education is cancelled for some reason, students can use the time productively by reasearching an essay that may be due on the web and already begin typing it.

In class, one thing that is done quite often is “webquests” where the teacher’s computer is hooked up to a projector so that all the students can see what to do, and then follow his or her example. The teacher may lead his or her pupils to a site about Russian History, and hand out papers with questions to be answered. The school still has students use paper and pens or pencils, especially for tests and math.

The gymnasium is a basketball court with bleachers on either side. Some physical education classes stay inside their during bad weather. It is also a place to hang out or at which to meet people. Twice a week, the whole school, 600 students and 100 teachers, gets together in the gym on the bleachers and foldable chairs to hear announcements, and for something of which the school is very proud, as it is what it believes what separates it from other schools: “convocation.” Most often, students or faculty have powerpoint presentations or speeches to present to everyone. This is made possible by wireless microphones, speakers all around the gymnasium, and a large projector and screen.

