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A Doll’s House Plot Summary


A doll’s house is about the coming of age of Nora. She is a dynamic character in this play and she changes between the beginning and the end of the play. The other characters remain static. The story takes place inside the Torvald home from Christmas Eve to Christmas night.


There are many symbols, such as acts of rebellion, such as when Nora takes a macaroon, and the Christmas tree which symbolizes Nora herself. There are secrets and questions all throughout the play. Dr. Rank is dying. Krogstad loans money to Nora and then blackmails her. After a while though, Nora realizes that no “shame and disgrace” will brought onto anyone but Krogstad himself.


Nora, the protagonist is portrayed as a “doll” of sorts, and one could say she lives in a doll house, from the way the living room is furnished, and she doesn’t like this lifestyle. We begin to see this during the scene with the party, what with how her husband reacts to her dance for him and her taking of a macaroon.

When Torvald finally figures everything out, he has already done the damage to Nora, and she leaves the room claiming she needs time to sort out her priorities and make sense of herself “and everyone around her” and leaves the audience with the last sound of the play, a door slamming.

