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ITGS Homework for 22 Sep 2003

What is the difference between a search engine and a subject directory?

A search engine is a catalog of sites compiled by a computer that ”crawls” the web, but a subject directory is a catalog that is collected and organized by humans.

How is an online library similar, and how is it different, from search engines and subject directories?

An online library is a collection of books that you can read, but on the Internet, as opposed to sites all over the Internet chosen by humans or machines.

Which of these three search methods do you think was the most helpful in keeping you from "getting lost in the vast Internet junkyard," and why?

Xan online library is likely to be more accurate than a search engine, but the best method of serious searching would would probably be a subject directory, because there are more sites than books, but they were chosen individually by people who supposedly know what they’re doing, so it would be just as fast as a search engine due to the catalog method, but it would be almost as helpful as an online library content-wise.

