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Opinion Essay 

23 colleges, none of them Ivy league, were surveyed on cheating, particularly internet “copy-pasting” and it turns out that more students are admitting to cheating than in the past years as the number rose from 10 to 38 percent. These students plagiarize, but think that it’s all right, because “everyone does it,” or so they say. And as long as they can get away with it, they don’t even feel bad about it, and even believe that it’s the professor’s fault, and not their own laziness. Professors try to catch these infractions in their honor code, but they can’t catch them all. Some colleges are having school-wide meetings about this to discuss it and perhaps solve the problem.

But is it that simple? I think that the students won’t really care about what will be said in those seminars. If they plagiarize in college, they know they’re doing it, and someone telling them and their friends that it’s wrong won’t make them decide to stop. Some of them even pay for essays, at sites like schoolsucks.com, so if they’re willing to “download their workload” for a fee, a lecture won’t hinder them.

Students are afraid to cite the sources of what they use to help them, because they think that it will make their essays seem less if it came partially from someone else. They don’t realize that it makes it more, since it shows that they took it seriously and went out looking for other’s ideas. Obviously this isn’t true if a whole essay is plagiarized, but if that’s the case, there’s no hope anyway.
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